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oving to a new city, or to a new 
part of the city, can be a chal-

lenge. In this guide you'll find links to 
lots of resources that can help you and 
your family members plan for your 
move and make the most of the city.
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More Info on Where to Live 

                    WHERE TO LIVE

s an urban institution, Georgia 
State University expects most 

students to find their own housing 
in one of the many neighborhoods in 
and around metro Atlanta. Rents and 
house prices vary by neighborhood, 
of course, but our students generally 
have no problem finding affordable 
housing within reach of public tran-
sit. 

There are a few Atlanta-specific on-
line resources: creativeloafing.com 
(the classifieds section); and also 
check out atlanta.craigslist.com.

A

http://atlantaga.creativeloafing.com/
http://atlantaga.creativeloafing.com/
http://atlanta.craigslist.org/


WHERE TO LIVE  

If you are interested in university 
housing, there are a limited number 
of apartments available for graduate 
students in The Lofts, an apartment 
building with studio, 1-, 2-, 3- and 
4-bedroom apartments on campus 
on Edgewood Avenue. 

The building is also open to under-
graduates, however, and getting a 
space is in no way guaranteed. For 
more information about how to ap-
ply for university housing, go to my-
housing.gsu.edu. 

More Info on Where to Live 

http://myhousing.gsu.edu/residence-halls/the-lofts/
http://myhousing.gsu.edu/
http://myhousing.gsu.edu/


Budget and Cost of Living

WHERE TO LIVE

When looking for off-campus hous-
ing, you should consider not only spe-
cific apartments and other options, 
but also the neighborhood you’ll be 
living in. Atlanta is a city of neigh-
borhoods, and each one has its own 
distinctive blend of housing, shops, 
restaurants and other attractions. 

If you’d like to learn more about the 
city’s neighborhoods – including  their 
location relative to Georgia State – 
there is an excellent Wikipedia page 
that maps them out and links to de-
scriptions of many of them.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Neighborhoods_in_Atlanta


  

BUDGET $ COST OF LIVING

A tlanta is a bargain for its size, 
with a cost of living 1.6 percent 

below the national average. Among 
the nation’s 20 largest metropolitan 
areas, Atlanta is the second cheapest.

Please be aware that if you do have a 
stipend, you will not receive your first 
paycheck until the end of September. 
If you are taking out student loans, 
those loans will typically be deposited 
into your account about two weeks 
after the beginning of each semester.

This means that you’ll need to plan 
carefully for the first month or two 
of your time here. 

Budget Worksheet



BUDGET WORKSHEET

FIRST MONTH

Cost of moving     

 Transportation        

 Moving or buying furniture     

Household items       

Security Deposit for your apartment  

First Month’s Rent       

Total expenses for the first month    

SECOND MONTH (September):         

Second month’s rent       

Monthly food costs        

Monthly transportation costs     

Textbooks         

Other course-related expenses 

Total expenses for the second month  

Total Budget to First Paycheck     

Transportation

Clear Form 



TRANSPORTATION

any of our students take public 
transit, which in Atlanta means 

MARTA, or the Metropolitan Atlan-
ta Rapid Transit Authority. Georgia 
State’s campus actually contains two 
MARTA train stops, the Georgia State 
stop and the Five Points stop. Geor-
gia State students can purchase dis-
counted monthly MARTA passes on 
campus. More information here.

The university also offers discount 
passes for the Georgia Regional Tran-
sit  Authority, or GRTA, which oper-
ates several routes that run from met-
ro Atlanta’s suburban neighborhoods 
to campus. More information here.

Transportation

M

http://www.itsmarta.com/
http://transit.gsu.edu/marta/
http://www.grta.org/index.php
http://transit.gsu.edu/grta/


                      TRANSPORTATION

For those only occasionally need a car, 
the university offers discounted an-
nual memberships for ZipCar, a ser-
vice that lets members rent cars by 
the hour or the day. Zipcar keeps sev-
eral vehicles available around campus, 
with others available around the city. 
You can find more information here. 

The university also operates Panther 
Express, a fleet of buses that take stu-
dents around the campus for free. 
More information here. 

For students who drive their own cars, 
there are a number of campus parking 
options. Once your parking account is 
established, you can pay your parking 
fees online. More information here. 

Another helpful resource for informa-
tion on all things related to owning 
and driving a vehicle is the Georgia 
Department of Driver Services. 

        Campus Life

http://www.zipcar.com/
http://transit.gsu.edu/zipcar/
http://transit.gsu.edu/panther-express/
http://parking.gsu.edu/
http://www.dds.ga.gov/
http://www.dds.ga.gov/


CAMPUS LIFE

here’s more to a university than 
classrooms, of course. Georgia 

State hosts a tremendous number of 
events, including sporting events, art 
exhibitions and concerts, and lectures 
by a wide range of visiting scholars 
and celebrities. Go here to look at the 
Georgia State University's full Event 
Calendar.

The area around campus also features 
a wide variety of restaurants, galler-
ies attractions, and events. One of 
the very best sources for information 
about downtown Atlanta’s offerings is 
Central Atlanta Progress, a nonprof-
it that works to make life better for 
everyone who lives, works, or owns 
property or a business in the area.

        Campus Life

T

http://calendar.gsu.edu/calendar/EventList.aspx?fromdate=7/22/2014&todate=8/4/2014&view=DateTime
http://calendar.gsu.edu/calendar/EventList.aspx?fromdate=7/22/2014&todate=8/4/2014&view=DateTime
http://www.atlantadowntown.com/


CAMPUS LIFE

Many of our faculty and students also 
lecture, perform and exhibit in areas 
around metro Atlanta. Two of of the 
best events listing in the city are Ac-
cess Atlanta, a joint project of the At-
lanta Journal-Constitution and the local 
station WSBTV.  The other is Creative 
Loafing, the area’s long-running alter-
native newspaper. 

There are also lots of student orga-
nizations to get involved with. Check 
out a full listing here.

And finally, the University Bookstore 
is a must for all students. More info-
mation here. 

Students With Families

http://www.accessatlanta.com/
http://www.accessatlanta.com/
http://clatl.com/
http://clatl.com/
http://gsu.orgsync.com/
http://services.gsu.edu/service/bookstore/


F

STUDENTS WITH FAMILIES:  
DAYCARE

or those with small children, 
the university operates two 

daycare centers on campus. The La-
nette L. Suttles Child Development 
Center and the Capitol Hill Child 
Enrichment Center centers are run 
by the College of Education, and of-
fer activities supported by the latest 
child development research. More In-
formation here.

The State of Georgia provides free 
pre-K for all age-eligible children – 
those who turn four by the annual 
cut-off date. More information here.

 Students With Families:  
                       Schools

http://cdp.education.gsu.edu/about-cdc/
http://decal.ga.gov/Prek/PreKHome.aspx


T

STUDENTS WITH FAMILIES:  
SCHOOLS

he Atlanta metro area includes 

dozens of public school sys-

tems. Here are links to those that 

most of our students’ children attend.

Atlanta Public Schools 

Buford City Schools 

Clayton County Public Schools 

Cobb County School System 

Coweta County School System 

Schools Continued
         

http://www.atlanta.k12.ga.us
http://bufordcityschools.squarespace.com/)
http://www.clayton.k12.ga.us/
http://www.cobb.k12.ga.us/
http://www.cowetaschools.org


   SCHOOLS CONTINUED

City of Decatur

Dekalb County School District 

Douglas County School System

Fayette County Board of Education

Forsyth County Schools

Fulton County Schools

Gwinnett County Public Schools 

Marietta City Schools 

Rockdale County Public Schools
 

      Back to Beginning

http://www.csdecatur.net/
http://www.dekalb.k12.ga.us/
http://www.douglas.k12.ga.us
http://www.fcboe.org
http://www.forsyth.k12.ga.us
http://www.fulton.k12.ga.us
http://www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/
http://www.marietta-city.k12.ga.us/
http://www.rockdale.k12.ga.us
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